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Chicago O'Hare IAP Air Reserve Station

Size: 359 acres

Mission: House 126th Air Refueling Wing (Illinois Air National Guard) and Defense Logistics Agency; formerly

housed 928th Airlift Wing (Air Force Reserve)

HRS Score: NA

IAG Status: None

Contaminants: VOCs, SVOCs, PNAs, petroleum hydrocarbons, metals, and low-level radioactive

waste

Media Affected: Groundwater and soil

Funding to Date: $4.1 million

Estimated Cost to Completion (Completion Year):  $1.9 million (FY2000)

Final Remedy in Place or Response Complete Date for BRAC Sites:  FY2000

Restoration Background
Chicago O’Hare International Airport Air Reserve Station began
operations in 1942 as an aircraft assembly plant. The plant was
deactivated in 1945, and the Air Force Reserve (AFRES) and the
Air National Guard (ANG) began flying activities in 1946 and
1954, respectively.

The 1993 BRAC Commission recommended closure of this
station contingent on receipt of funding from the City of
Chicago. The BRAC 1995 round modified the decision and the
Air Force and the city began implemeting the revised decision. In
late 1996, the Air Force and the City of Chicago signed a
purchase agreement. The city is paying for replacement facilities
at Scott Air Force Base in exchange for the Chicago O'Hare Air
Reserve Station land.

Environmental cleanup studies at the station began in 1983. To
date, 16 Installation Restoration Program (IRP) sites and 20
areas of concern (AOCs) have been identified. Site types include
underground storage tanks (USTs), landfills, fuel spills,
aboveground storage tanks (ASTs), a fire training area, and a low-
level radioactive waste disposal area. Primary contaminants are
petroleum hydrocarbons, metals, PNAs, volatile organic
compounds (VOCs), and semivolatile organic compounds
(SVOCs), which have been released into soil and groundwater.

Interim Remedial Actions have included removal of 19 USTs,
contaminated soil, and low-level radioactive waste. Eleven ASTs
have been closed. Remedial Actions (RAs) include removal of
eight ASTs and partial on-site remediation of the south petro-
leum/oil/lubricant (POL) facility. The IRP sites will be recom-
mended Institutional Controls (deed restrictions) once a
groundwater classification has been made. One site (LF-001) is

planned for long-term monitoring (LTM), another (RW-011) has
been closed with NFA needed, a third site (ST-015) had RA (soil
removal), and ST-006 was closed under regulations for leaking
USTs.

In FY97, a stationwide Phase I Environmental Baseline Survey
(EBS) was completed, identifying approximately 228 acres as
CERFA-clean. EBS Phase II supplements are being prepared as
investigations and cleanup occur and property transactions are
developed.

A Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) and a Base Closure and
Transition Team (BCTT) were formed in FY97. The Air Force
has established a partnership with the City of Chicago and the
other stakeholders. State and federal regulatory agencies have
agreed to help the Air Force meet the city’s schedule by means of
the fast-track process. The RAB has shown interest in all aspects
of the investigation, cleanup, and long-term protection activities.

FY98 Restoration Progress
A parcel-specific EBS and an RI were completed for Parcels 2 and
3A. A finding of suitability to lease (FOSL) was issued. A parcel-
specific EBS was completed for Parcel 3. Approximately 50 cubic
yards of lead-contaminated soil was removed from AST 1702 and
disposed of.

The groundwater classification was delayed to accommodate a
final round of groundwater testing; this was completed in FY98.
Closure of all IRP sites has been delayed, pending completion of
the groundwater classification and the RI for Parcel 3. The RI at
the south POL facility (SS-012) will be included in this RI. The
LTM decision document for Landfill No. 1 (LF-001) has been
delayed, pending discussions with regulatory agencies. Closure

(NFA) of IRP Site ST-002, West POL, was delayed as part of the
closure of all remaining IRP sites. ST-006, the defuel tank leak,
was closed under Illinois EPA regulations for leaking USTs.

The BCTT meets monthly.

Plan of Action
• Complete a finding of suitability to transfer (FOST) for Parcel

2 in FY99

• Complete soil removal at ST012 and OT016

• Complete groundwater classification for entire facility in
FY99

• Close all IRP sites in FY99

• Conduct two RAs in FY99

• Complete decision documents for all RAs in FY99

• Issue a FOSL in FY99

• Issue FOST for Parcel 3 in FY00
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